
Dear Sain and Joe, 8 / 14/90 

Both of you mentioned the Iraq mess/crisis in youriast letters and I was trying 
to make a daily analysis of if while staying busy on other things. What x mailed was 
delayed by the things that can happen in the country, in this instance a courtesy. I 
did not discover it until about 4 a.m. this morning when - 1 went out, as usual, to get the 
newspapers and put the_ outgoing mail in the bos for the rural carrier, a rather nice and 
pleasant young woman. the dark the grocery bg& with outgoing books and letters was 
qurt .visible and I was surprised. I can't remember our mail being forgotten and then I 
remembered that we did get the incoming mail. What had happened is that this nice young w 
woman, ^ seeing me on±a the riding mower near the mailbox, where l'd just stopped to see if 
the mail had come, handed it to me and I returned to the house with it. She then forgot 
to check the box. So, it will go with the mail I added at 4. 

i was reminded of something to wnich I ! 11 return while walking this morning. 

I followed last night's TV coverage closely, switching from station to station 
when commericals came on. x was impressed by the lack of substance, by the willingness of 
all the news progr. as to let the Iraqi mabassadors not respond and instead mairp false 
and propagandists speeches and much to my surprise, by the gross ignorance of those who 
make the visuals for TV, people 1 presume have college! educations. HBC-TV, for example, 
had two^iixcorrect &aps of the area on which it located Kuwait quite incorrectly both 
times o The first showed it -well inside Iran, at the top of the east side of the Persian ^ulf , 
and the second showed it farthur down on the east coast, Seven more inside of Iran! I ore- 
jsume they had the second to correct the first but don't know. Those people have to have 
made many, many such maps for the enrage of the laq-Iran war. Which the Iraqi ambassadors 
both said Iran had started, as they also said Iraq did not start the present one. 

_ Analysis of ongoing events reminded me of a temporary assignement I had when I was 

in state Research and intelligence, transferred from OSS when it was liquidated. 

I bad a number of different assignments and varying responsibilities. There came a 
| time when the Paraguay desk was- vacant, ^tirement, quit, I don't recall the reason. It 
was one of the less important desks so until one with the proper education and background 
;Was located, I sat on the Paraguay desk, knowing little about its history and not speaking 
Spanish. Of course most of our information was in English, not Spanish, but the local 
papers which were flown up were in Spanish and always are a prime source of information. 

So I was anything but an expert. 

I digress for an accounting of how wonderful the work of the real experts was. FBI 
;and CIA records reached me on this and on other assignments.' I remember an FBI report 
from ^ a different country in which it identified an American as a member of thg Spanish 
fascist party, the Falange. In fact he was a graduate student from the Univ. of Penna. 

,down .here working on his doctoral thesis. And I remember a CIA report from Paraguay on 
its political parties. There were two major parties, conservative and sort-of liberal, 
piey were identified by the colors, eed and white. The conservative party was that of the 
then dictatorship, of Hector Morinigo, perpetuated as the Stroessner dictatorship. The 
Ivy ^eague boys and girls of the CIA are bright. They know that red is red. finly not in 
Paraguay. The conservativ e party was identified by the color red and the blancos were the 
liberals. So, all the people to whom that intelligence was routed, unless they knew better, 
were 1(X$> misinformed by the CIA. . - " ", ,h ■ /. - , . ’ 


I was on the Paraguay desk when there was an insurrection against Morinigo and un- 
ilike most resolutions this one was by a major part of the army. For a while they were 
doing fairly well but they lost. When things were not looking so good for the dictator- 
ship I made an analysid_the ia xg fc x importance of which A do not wantio exaggerate. It did 
creat quite a stir but I think it was really of no consequence. But the purpose of intel- 
ligence is to inform those requiring information. (Something more dependable that Blanco 
tod Colorado. analysis was not only that there would be a shakeup in the army but that 
it would include .he chief of staff. I went farthur and predicted who the new chief of 



staff would be. I still remember Ms name: Federico Smith. bSo, when I was right within 
a week or so of making the prediction, it did have an impact. Jt impressed, how I do 
aot n °w recall the basis for that prediction, really those predictions, because 1 am 
sure it was not in the reporting. Otherwise I would not have gotten all the praise I 
got. Everyone would have known it. Some has to have been based on Paraguayan newspapers 
x could struggle through a little of. 

X m sure it was the end product of analysis, wMch should be basic in intelligence. 
Everything i knew led to those conclusions. 

A n a sense this is commentary on those with whom J- worked and were supposed to be 
analysts ( and were_language and subject experts. If I could do it without their expertise 
x«hy didn t they? In a sense it is also commentary on what is going on regarding Iraq and 
that area now. There is some analysis but not nearly what there could and should be. I 
mean by this in the media, not the government, because don't know what the government 
knows. Ihd I think it warrants wider application. And in part reflects one of the reasons 
why we are the least informed people. 

I've rambled, having been interrupted a number of times, indications of some of 
the interruptions enclosed. 



If I didn Q t make it clear, the CIA reported a "red" revolution by the -Reds bee.:. use the 
color of their party was red. 





